
10A. Community Character
Introduction

A strong sense of community is important to Northglenn resi-
dents, as many identified Northglenn’s small-town feel as an impor-
tant value that they would like to see maintained in the future.
Strengthening community character in Northglenn could help bring
people together and develop bonds with fellow residents.

In Northglenn, community character is created and sustained by
features such as the original brick homes, well designed parks, unique
buildings and churches, convenient trails, open spaces and natural
areas, local shopping centers, vibrant trees and good schools. Many of
these features resulted from planning for the public good and putting
mechanisms in place that helped acquire land or guide private devel-
opment in a certain direction.

Good community design is not only visually pleasing, but it can
provide economic benefits to a city when it draws residents, visitors
and businesses to locate in Northglenn. New developments and capi-
tal investment projects have the potential to impact community char-
acter in Northglenn. By putting standards in place to guide this
development toward a community vision, community character can
be strengthened and developed. ere are various tools that North-
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glenn could utilize to guide us toward this vision. Among them are
design guidelines that will promote good site planning and architec-
ture, and street standards that will improve the public realm along im-
portant corridors in our community.

As Northglenn begins its fifth decade, it is important to begin to
identify and evaluate the historic value of some of the city’s landmarks,
structures, and other amenities. e first step toward this process is a
map that depicts primary historic preservation focus areas within the
city based on the date of the structure’s construction.

While the age of a structure is just one piece of the puzzle, this tool
can help begin the task of prioritizing historic resources. e city’s
oldest structure is the Stonehocker property, located in Fox Run Open
Space. Several of Northglenn’s churches are also notable in terms of
their architecture. Among these is St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church on
Kennedy Drive. ere are also several residential neighborhoods in
Northglenn that may be candidates for historic or architectural recog-
nition.

10B. Community Character
Policies and Strategies

10B1. Policy: Preserve elements of Northglenn’s history
that tell the story of the city’s creation and evolution.

Strategies:
• 10B1.1 Establish and regularly update an inventory
of culturally and historically significant resources and
areas in the city. These may include important build-
ings, historic landmarks, trails, places of interest,
neighborhoods, etc.

• 10B1.2 Pursue strategies such as grant funding or
master planning to protect and memorialize these
community amenities.

• 10B1.3 Seek out opportunities to provide public ed-
ucation on Northglenn’s history and its historic re-
sources.

• 10B1.4 Require that new development fully or sub-
stantially mitigate any identified adverse impacts on
culturally or historically significant resources or areas.

• 10B1.5 Consider the use of tools such as Overlay
Districts to aid preservation activities.
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10B2. Policy: Promote a cohesive community aesthetic to
help shape, enhance, and improve the character of
Northglenn’s neighborhoods.

Strategies:
• 10B2.1 Identify and implement techniques such as
signage, branding and beautification to create a
strong, positive image for the city.

• 10B2.2 Strengthen elements within the city’s Zoning
Ordinance related to landscaping, signage, archi-
tectural standard and fencing.  These regulations will
help guide new development so it contributes posi-
tively to the community aesthetic.

• 10B2.3 Revise the city’s street standards to include
or enhance elements such as sidewalks, landscaped
buffers, medians, lighting and bike lanes, where ap-
propriate.
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10B3. Policy:  Work to promote the city through
enhanced involvement with the business community and
other business organizations.  Promote the city at regional,
statewide and national levels.

• 10B3.1 Continue to participate in regional organi-
zations  (Adams County Economic Development,
North Metro Chamber of Commerce, International
Council of Shopping Centers, the Denver Regional
Council of Governments etc…)

• 10B3.2  Investigate alternative marketing tech-
niques to promote the city’s competitive advan-
tage. 
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10B4. Policy: Strive to maintain the success of previous
community wide events and festivals that highlight the city.
Promote the creation of a new unique event that establishes
an identity for the city.  

• 10B4.1  Investigate interest in a unique regional fes-
tival that leverages the areas historic agricultural
roots.  

• 10B4.2  Assist the business community in promoting
privately funded events.
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